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	    Corvettes of Melbourne Upcoming Events - April 2026.	

	    Thursday 14th May, 2026 - Club Meeting - Tower Hotel, 686 Burwood Road, Hawthorn East.
	    Pre-Meeting Dinner/Drinks at 7.00pm.
	    Meeting commences at 8.00pm.

	    Sunday 24th May, 2026 - Club Run - T’Gallant Vineyard 11:30am.
	   1385 Mornington - Flinders Rd, Main Ridge Victoria 3928.
 	    Meetup point:
	    1400 Mornington Peninsula Fwy, Baxter Victoria 3911. 
	    Time leaving meeting point: 11am.

	    Thursday June 11th,2026 - Club Meeting - Tower Hotel, 686 Burwood Road, Hawthorn East.
	    Pre-Meeting Dinner/Drinks at 7.00pm.
	    Meeting commences at 8.00pm.

	    Sunday 21st June, 2026 - Club Run - Poowong Hotel 11.45am.
	    1 Ranceby Road, Poowong. Vic. 3988.
	    Meetup point:
	    BP Service Centre, Cnr 910 Thompsons Road and Westernport Highway.
	    Time to depart BP Meet up point 10.40am.	

	    Wednesday 27th May, 2026 - Chris’ Cars and Coffee - The District Brewer at 10.30am.
	    36 Brewer Road, Bentleigh.

	

		        T’Gallant Vineyard					     Poowong Hotel				  
		   

							       The District Brewer

Save the DateSave the Date



Correspondence
Corvettes of Melbourne Inc 

P.O Box 8052 
Camberwell North 3124 

Victoria

Club Meeting
Every 2nd Thursday of the month at 8pm (except January) 

Tower Hotel, 686 Burwood Road, Hawthorn East 
Pre Meeting Dinner/Drinks at 7:00pm 

Members are requested to wear their nametags for the benefit 
of visitors. 

Membership Fees
Joining fee $20 (1 time fee) 
 
Annual Single membership Including access to an electronic 
copy of the monthly club magazine, ‘The Gazette’.  $80.00 per 
year 

Annual Family membership Including access to an electronic 
copy of the monthly club magazine, ‘The Gazette’. $100.00 per 
year

All Membership subscriptions are due for renewal by 
September each year 
 
MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS
Annual Subscription ‘The Gazette’ hardcopy:
Opt-In subscription to receive a printed copy of the monthly 
club magazine mailed to your address,
$85.00 

Additional Member Name Tag(s)
Your initial Joining Fee includes personalised name tags to each 
single member and two family members. Additional name tags 
are available for $15.00 per tag. 
 
Annual Club Permit Scheme Fee:
Opt-in administration fee applicable only to members who 
participate in the CPS scheme through the CoM.
NB: the existing ‘CPS Year In Advance’ fee payment policy will 
be retained unchanged.
 
Club Permit Scheme is available through Corvettes of Melbourne 
to authorised vehicles. Enquiries can be made directly to the club 
at CPS@corvettesofmelbourne.com . Members applying for the 
Corvettes of Melbourne Club Plate Scheme must request a copy 
of the Club Plate Scheme Policy and abide by all conditions as 
listed. Note fees are applicable for all club plate scheme vehicles, 
as set out in the club permit scheme policy.
Make cheques out to:

 
“Corvettes of Melbourne” 

P.O Box 8052 
Camberwell North 3124

Pay directly into our C.O.M Account 
BSB: 083 - 004 Acc: 767880859 

Use your name as a reference

Front Cover
A row of Corvettes at 
Golden Hills Brewery
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Tony Asquith
 0418 311 833 
president@corvettesofmelbourne.com  

Garth Bradbury
0411 131 294
 

Jeff Sutherland
0439 117 633
secretary@corvettesofmelbourne.com 
 
Joe Younane
0418 478 814
treasurer@corvettesofmelbourne.com

Brendan Greene
0419 881 500 
memberships@corvettesofmelbourne.com
			 
Greg Webster
0434 051 140

Michelle Weir,
0425 739 887
Kerrian Taylor
0409 519 166
events@corvettesofmelbourne.com

Mark Collins 			 
0407 800 154
archives@corvettesofmelbourne.com

Kathy Bergin
0409 022 196
 

Paula Porter 
0484 607 470
gazette@corvettesofmelbourne.com 

Michelle Weir
0425 739 887 webmaster@
corvettesofmelbourne.com

Email
webmaster@corvettesofmelbourne.com 

Website
www.corvettesofmelbourne.com 

Facebook
www.facebook.com/corvettesofmelbourne 

CONTACTS AND CLUB INFORMATION

The purpose of Corvettes of Melbourne Incorporated is to provide 
a family friendly and inclusive environment that is dedicated to the 
enjoyment and appreciation of the Chevrolet Corvette sports car. 
A copy of the Model Rules that have been adopted by Corvettes of 
Melbourne as our club's standing rules can be found at: https://
www.consumer.vic.gov.au/library/forms/clubs-and-not-for-profits/
incorporated-associations/model-rules-for-an-incorporated-association.
doc



          

	 Hi everyone,
 
	 Well another month has passed, welcome to May.
 
	 I would like to welcome Jeff Sutherland to our committee taking the place of Michael Brand as interim 
	 secretary to fill in until our AGM, which is great to see. Hopefully Jeff will be happy to continue, time will 
	 tell. 
 
	 Hoping people are booking their accommodation for the Nationals next year which are in South Australia 
	 from 5th to 8th March 2027.
 
	 The weather has been great with warm sunny days up until now with cold days now creeping in. 
	 Hoping the weather will be kind and the sun will be shining for our next club run on Sunday 24 May 2026, 
	 details in the magazine.
 
	 Cheryl and l were unable to attend the last club drive but l believe it was a great day. Thank you to the 
	 events team. 
 
	 We have had two committee meetings since our last club meeting discussing the future roles of the 
	 committee members, just keeping our members updated on what we have been discussing. 
 
	 Wishing all our Mothers a Happy Mother’s Day on Sunday 10 May 2026. l know this will have come and 
	 gone by the time you get to read this but anyway HAPPY Mother’s Day. 
 
	 Looking forward to seeing everyone at our next club meeting on Thursday 14 May 2026. 
 
	 Well that’s it from me. 
 
	 Cheers Tony (alias Mr President)
    

			   Meet Lyla, we both share a passion for ice cream.

					   

President’s Report

Thursday 14th May
Thursday 11th June

TOWER HOTEL HAWTHORN   
Starts at 8pm or get there at 7pm for some dinner, drinks and a 

chat 

Next Meetings

If you need to replace a missing nametag or would like a spare 
one,

text or email gringo via 0419 88 1500 or gringo350@icloud.
com
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President’s Report

NUMBER PLATE SCHEME AVAILABLE

CLUB PERMIT

VICTORIA

Notice about membership:
It is important that your membership is current during the time of you 

participate in the CPS.

There is an overlap between when club membership subscriptions fall due and when your 
CPS will expire.  To overcome this the Committee has decided that members on the CPS 
will pay a once off extra annual membership payment to ensure they are members of the 

club during the time they are on the CPS.  Should you leave the club or no longer partake in 
the CPS a refund will be made to you.

Officers who can sign off on 
Permit  

applications and renewals:
Garth Bradbury 0411 131 294

Joe Younane 0418 478 814
Dan Butters 0407 726 773

Michael  Brand 0425 864 359

People who can sign Vehicle Eligibility 
and Standards Declarations (Scrutineers): 

Garth Bradbury 0411 131 294
Joe Younane 0418 478 814
Dan Butters 0407 726 773

Glenn Pellegrino 0418 398 365

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY  
All the best to our members who are having a special month

Have we missed someone’s Birthday ?!
Or are you having a Special one (a big ‘O’ ) ?
Let Brendan (gringo) know and we’ll update the list.

ZOE

                                          May
							            

							            Vicki O’Donohue	 Ron Greenshields

							            Ant Barker		  Russell Jessop

							            Barry Bennett	 Michael Kirkpatrick

							            Phillip Bracken	 Stuart Pitcher

							            Roger Broughton	 Carl Schokman

							            Dean Cooper	 Mike Schokman

							            Gary Fawcus	 Wayne Spiden

					   

							       							     

															             

														            

															             

			 

									       



 

 

Corvettes of Melbourne Inc No A0023933M 

Minutes of General Meeting 9th April 2026, Tower Hotel, Hawthorn. 

Meeting Commenced:8.06pm  

Chair: Tony Asquith, President 

Welcome 

The president welcomed all to the April 2026 meeting. 

New Members: 

Attendance: 31  

Apologies: Bill Rae, Chris Tucker & Kerriann Taylor, Darrell Verdon, George 
Arhontogeorge, George Goutzioulis, John Bligh, Kevin & Pauline O’Rourke, Neil White, Nick 
Bolis, Ray Natoli, Rod Glanville, Sebastian & Carmen La Bruna, Tom Sarros, Wayne 
Jackson & Helen Cumming, Andrew & Shweta Leonard, Michael Hehir, Greg Webster, Chris 
Bevan, Suzanne Rouvray, Brendan Greene. 

Moved apologies be accepted: Proposer; Kathy Bergin 

Seconded: Tania Cassidy  

Minutes of the last Meeting were tabled. 

Moved that the minutes be accepted, Proposer: Garth Bradbury 

Seconded: Tania Cassidy  

Reports: 

Treasurers report  

Joe Younane presented the Treasurers report. The report covers the month of March 2026. 

A copy of this month’s report is available to members by request. 

Moved that the Treasurers report be accepted: Proposer: G.G.  

 Seconded: Gerard Van Grinsven 

Secretary’s report 

Correspondence: Queensland Corvette Club, South Australia Corvette Club both online 
newsletters. 

Certificate of Appreciation from Brad Stumer Nationals Chairman. 



Members were notified that Jeff Sutherland will be filling the role of Secretary while Michael 
Brand is away. 

Moved that the Secretaries report be accepted: Proposer; Daniel Zadnick 

Seconded: Michelle Weir 

Merchandise: 

Kathy brought merchandise to the meeting for purchase. 

Events: 

Tony spoke about the Noosa Nationals, 32 people attended, 6 members brought their cars, 
4 cars won trophies. Everyone had a great time, thank you to Brad Stumer and his wife. 

Tony spoke about the 2027 Nationals in Adelaide. 

Daniel spoke about the Flinders Heritage Motor Show, 158 cars attended, $23,000 was 
raised for charity. A tenth anniversary key ring was presented to all entrants. 

Joe spoke about the Cars & Coffee at Werribee Mansion, he also attended the Brighton 
Classic Car Show held on the grounds of Firbank College, 4 corvettes were on display. 

Michelle spoke about the next event, Golden Hills Brewery Sunday April 19th in Diamond 
Creek, there is dedicated parking for our vehicles. 

General Business:  

Tony spoke 2030 will be our year to host the Nationals, there was much discussion about 
raising money and hosting the Nationals. 

Joe spoke about the costs to run the Nationals and our Nationals bank balance. 

Tony indicated that the contribution from each club for the Nationals will increase from $500 
to 

 $750. 

Tania Cassidy commented on the quality of the trophies. 

Raffle raised $125. 

Meeting closed: 8.50 pm 

Next meeting: 14th May 2026 

Minutes by Michael Brand, Secretary. 

 

. 

 



				                April Meeting Photos



			           			 

			                                            
                                   My Vette

		                       Colin Somerton
		
		  Colin lives just out of Melbourne towards the Gisborne area.He works locally, and gets up 
		  6 days a week at 4.30am for a work start at 5.30am.

		  Colin is also a motor trimmer, and works on many older style vintage cars, in his spare time.

		  Partner: 
		  Sue - Married for 45 years.

                     Sue has also been known to drive Colin’s C5.

		  When did you join Corvettes og Melbourne?
		  Colin joined CoM 16 years ago (2010) after he purchaed his C5 in 1999.

		  Tell us a bit about your car:
		  Colin initially owned a Black 1986 C4 and a Hot Rod, and sold both cars to assist with 
		  building his home.

		  Five years ago Colin and Sue flew to Brisbane to look at, and purchase his Blue C3
		  convertible. 
		
	            Colin was presented with the Best C5 award at the recent Corvette National in Noosa	

		



			    April Club Run-Golden Hills Brewery	 					     April Club Run-Golden Hills Brewery	 	
           Sunday 19th April proved to be a perfect day for a Club Run. The weather was glorious and
		  the drive to the Golden Hills Brewery in Kangaroo Ground was excellent.

		  We had 28 of us attend and Tony (aka The President) and Cheryl were both missed at the lunch.
		  The venue was welcoming, and the food excellent, and interesting. We also welcomed new 
		  members Rod and Deb Lewis who drive a red C5.

		  In Tony and Cheryl’s absence, Garth thanked everyone for attending, and everyone agreed that it 

		  was a successful day. Thanks Shelley and Kerriann for organising the day.
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1. B-1981.   2. The wrong size of the dimensions were used, resulting in the panels being too small.   3.The 
trailer that would have brought the Corvette to the track was full of car parts, thus no room to fit the corvette.  4. 
True.  5. B – 1958.  6. The wheels were unable to hold air. The same issues arose in 1963, when 
aluminium wheels were first introduced.  7. C – Snowcrest White.   8. True.   9. Mitchell felt that the split win-
dow offered a more elegant and better aesthetic look, and this new idea would help Corvette seem classy.   
10. C – 1998 Pace Car.  



				             Flinders Heritage Motor Show		

		   
		   Easter Sunday 2026 marked the 10th Anniversary of the the Flinders Motoring Heritage Show.

		   Starting in 2016, the event has grown each year to now have up to 200 vehicles on display, and 
		   over 2,000 visitors.

		   7 Corvettes were on display, and for those of us who attended, the day was made beautiful with
		   glorious weather.



		                	 Flinders Heritage Motor Show



    Miss May
Miss May



Garth’s C5 at Golden Hills



             For Sale - 1968 C3 Corvette $85,000 
 
Few would dispute that the 1968 C3 Corvette stands out as the finest of the series, 
thanks to its chrome bumpers and crisp, angular styling. Finished in red exterior with 
black interior, it’s an unmistakable head-turner. 350 Chev engine and manual 
transmission provides the complete package. A full RWC has recently been 
completed with just over $3000 spent. Only 93,657miles travelled. Recent 
additions/repairs completed listed below: 

• Hooker headers and full 2.5” custom exhaust 
• Exedy clutch kit and machined flywheel 
• Upgraded vacuum power brakes and pads 

o This is a must have upgrade to provide safe and 
adequate stopping power 

• Retro style radio head unit with auxiliary input 
• Items replaced for RWC: 

o Spark plugs 
o Heater hoses 
o Brake lines 
o Lower control arm bushes 
o Front stabiliser bar link pin bushes 
o Brake and coolant flush 
o 4 wheel alignment 

Car is in Bentleigh East Victoria 

Please contact Robert on 0432 338 900 
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Stars, Speed, and Stingrays: The Corvette’s 
Enduring Love Affair with the Famous 

                                                               

 Few cars in history have captured the imagination of the rich and famous quite like the 
Chevrolet Corvette. Since its debut in 1953, this sleek, high-performance machine has been 
more than just a sports car—it’s been a cultural icon, a statement of style, and even a badge 
of rebellion. From rock gods to Hollywood legends, a Corvette in the hands of a celebrity 
isn’t just a car; it’s a love letter to speed, freedom, and raw American ingenuity. This 
comprehensive exploration delves into the notable figures who have been famously 
associated with the Corvette, highlighting their personal connections and the specific models 
they cherished.  

Musicians and Their Corvettes 

                                                              

                                     Elvis Presley: The 1959 Stingray Racer in Film                        

While Elvis Presley had a deep admiration for American cars, the 1959 Corvette Stingray 
Racer he is seen driving in the image above was not actually part of his personal collection 
but rather a vehicle featured in his 1967 film, Clambake. The 1959 Stingray Racer was 
actually a concept car that heavily influenced the design of the 1963 Corvette Sting Ray 
(Two Words). Originally donning a silver exterior, it was painted red for the movie and fitted 
with a scooped hood. Designed by Peter Brock and Larry Shinoda, this futuristic vehicle was 
built on a chassis from one of Zora Arkus-Duntov’s 1956 Corvette SS tubular frame racers. 
The project was privately funded by GM styling chief Bill Mitchell, who oversaw its creation in 
Chevrolet’s secretive Studio X. Once completed, Mitchell entered the Stingray Racer in 
SCCA competition, where it was piloted by "The Flying Dentist," Dr. Dick Thompson, 
ultimately securing the C-Modified class championship in 1960. With its striking aerodynamic 
design and motorsport pedigree, the 1959 Stingray Racer became a defining piece of 
Corvette history, making its on-screen appearance alongside Presley yet another chapter in 
its legendary story. 



                                                             

                              Bruce Springsteen next to his black Corvette  

Bruce Springsteen: A 1960 Corvette and American Roots 

Dubbed "The Boss," Bruce Springsteen has long been the voice of the American working 
class, and his affinity for the 1960 Corvette is a testament to his love for the open road and 
the freedom it represents. This model, a staple of the first-generation (C1) Corvettes, was a 
groundbreaking blend of sleek design and raw power, boasting a 283 cubic-inch V8 engine 
that could push out up to 290 horsepower with fuel injection. The 1960 Corvette was built for 
performance, its low-slung body and aggressive curves capturing the essence of speed and 
rebellion. For Springsteen, who often sings about the trials and triumphs of everyday 
Americans, this car was more than just a mode of transportation—it was a symbol of 
independence, resilience, and the enduring spirit of the American Dream. Whether he was 
tearing down the highway or simply admiring its design, Springsteen's love for this model 
underscores the Corvette’s place in American cultural history. His choice solidified the 
Corvette as the ultimate rock-and-roll roadster, a machine built to carry dreamers and drifters 
alike on an endless journey toward freedom. 

                                                          

                                                                               Jon Bon Jovi 

Jon Bon Jovi: The Rocking Corvette Enthusiast 

Rock star Jon Bon Jovi's affinity for the Corvette showcases his deep appreciation for classic 
American muscle cars and the raw power they exude. Bon Jovi, whose music embodies the 
rebellious yet heartfelt spirit of American rock and roll, found a fitting match in the C1 
Corvette —an icon of both performance and design. He was also a lover of the 1964 C2 
Corvette. The sleek curves, hidden headlights, and thunderous engine of the '64 Stingray 
align perfectly with the larger-than-life presence of a rock star accustomed to roaring crowds 
and open highways. His choices of these models are not just about aesthetics; they're a 
testament to his appreciation for timeless craftsmanship and the thrill of unbridled 
performance. 

  

  



Stars, Speed, and Stingrays: 

             The Corvette’s Enduring Love Affair with the Famous 

                                                         

                                            Brian Wilson of the Beach Boys and his 1966 Corvette 

 Brian Wilson: The Beach Boys and the 1966 Corvette 

Brian Wilson, co-founder of The Beach Boys, is synonymous with California's surf culture, 
and his 1966 Corvette perfectly encapsulated the sun-soaked, free-spirited ethos of the era. 
The 1966 model, a continuation of the Stingray legacy, introduced subtle refinements in 
aesthetics and performance, making it a highly desirable ride for car enthusiasts and 
musicians alike. Under the hood, this sleek machine offered a range of powerful V8 engines, 
allowing for both thrilling acceleration and a smooth cruising experience along the Pacific 
Coast Highway. With its distinctive side vents, aggressive front-end design, and improved 
handling, the '66 Corvette exuded a cool confidence that mirrored Wilson’s own musical 
ingenuity. Whether gliding along the California coastline or parked beside a sun-drenched 
recording studio, Wilson’s Corvette stood as both a symbol of personal freedom and an 
extension of the golden age of American rock and roll. 

Rick Springfield: The 1963 Split-Window Coupe Collector Musician Rick Springfield's 
ownership of a 1963 Corvette Split-Window Coupe highlights his appreciation for rare and 
iconic designs. The 1963 model is particularly coveted for its unique split rear window, a one-
year-only feature that has become highly sought after among collectors. Springfield's choice 
underscores a passion for distinctive automotive artistry.  

                                                                   

                                         Paul McCartney exiting his blue Corvette  

Paul McCartney: A British Rock Star’s American Ride 

Though he hails from the UK, Paul McCartney has always had an appreciation for classic 
cars, and his affinity for the Chevrolet Corvette is a testament to his love for sleek design 
and raw power. While living in California, the legendary Beatles member was frequently 
spotted behind the wheel of a C5 Corvette. The C5, produced from 1997 to 2004, introduced 
a new level of refinement to the Corvette lineage, with an all-aluminium LS1 V8 engine 
delivering up to 350 horsepower, making it both a thrill to drive and a status symbol.   









           			      				    For Sale

								      

						    

			                                       C5 LS1 Alternator for sale. 
                                                       I paid $350 for it but happy to part with it for $250.
                                         Brand new in the box, never fitted. Was too small for what I needed. 
                                                                       For enquiries, please call: 
						               George 0405 200 038

ARE YOU GETTING THE MESSAGE?
 

CoM Chat 
(Financial Members Only Private Facebook Forum)

CoM Public Facebook Page
Corvette Gazette Newsletter
Events Notification Emails

General Announcement Emails 
SMS Event Updates

If the answer is NO, and you’d like it to be YES… Or if you think you have already 
applied, but you’re not getting updates… 

Drop an email to webmaster@corvettesofmelbourne.com 
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                                         Brand new in the box, never fitted. Was too small for what I needed. 
                                                                       For enquiries, please call: 
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PROFITS FROM MERCHANDISE   GO BACK INTO YOUR CLUB!

To Order Your Club Merchandise   
Contact Kathy 0409 022 196

7. 
Puffer

$60 

8.Moto 
Shirt 
$45

9.Short
Sleeved 

Shirt
$50

10. Round 
Neck

Tshirt
$25

Colour: Black
Zip up Puffer 

vest

Colour: 
Black

Colour: 
Red/Black

Colour: Black

6.Polo
$30

Colour:
 Black

CLUB MERCHANDISE

1.SCARF
$20

2. BEANIE
$12

3.HAT
$12

4.Jacket
$72

5. 
Hoodie

$50

6.Polo
$30

Colour: Black/Red
Be prepared for unpredictable 

weather with BizTech 
outerwear.

Inner bonded breathable 
membrane keeps wind and 

rain out whilst allowing 
airflow for superior comfort.  

Colour: 
Black

Zip up Hoodie 
Jumper

Colour: Red/Black/white
Podium Cool fibre  is 

especially designed to absorb 
body perspiration into the 

fabric and to move the 
moisture to the surface fabric 
where it is evaporated leaving 

the wearer fresh and cool.

Colour:
 Black

Colour: Black

Colour: 
Black

Stubby Holder 
$5

Colour: Black

Discontin
ued
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