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Thursday 8th February 2024 Club Meeting - Tower Hotel, 686 Burwood Road. Hawthorn East
Pre-Meeting Dinner/Drinks at 7pm. Meeting starts 8pm

10th – 11th February 2024 Great Ocean Road to Warrnambool. (Initial details in Gazette)

10th February 2024 Akoonah Park Car Show and Boot Sale CANCELLED
9th - 12th February 2024 Corvettes Rock the Bay  Glenelg SA Details in Gazette

Saturday 2nd March 2024 Colac Show “n” Shine – Memorial Square, Colac. 
Gates open 8.30 am. (Flyer in Gazette).

Thursday 14th March 2024 Club Meeting - Tower Hotel, 686 Burwood Road. Hawthorn East
Pre-Meeting Dinner/Drinks at 7pm. Meeting starts 8pm

29th March -1st April 2024 
(Easter)

Not The Nationals – Canberra ACT 
(Some details in this Gazette).

Sunday 31st March 2024
(Easter Sunday)

Flinders Motoring Heritage  Details in Gazette

Thursday 11th April 2024 Club Meeting - Tower Hotel, 686 Burwood Road. Hawthorn East
Pre-Meeting Dinner/Drinks at 7pm. Meeting starts 8pm

Save the DateSave the Date



Correspondence
Corvettes of Melbourne Inc 

P.O Box 8052 
Camberwell North 3124 

Victoria

Club Meeting
Every 2nd Thursday of the month at 8pm (except January) 

Tower Hotel, 686 Burwood Road, Hawthorn East 
Pre Meeting Dinner/Drinks at 7:00pm 

Members are requested to wear their nametags for the benefit 
of visitors. 

Membership Fees
Joining fee $20 (1 time fee) 
 
Annual Single membership Including access to an electronic 
copy of the monthly club magazine, ‘The Gazette’.  $80.00 per 
year 

Annual Family membership Including access to an electronic 
copy of the monthly club magazine, ‘The Gazette’. $100.00 per 
year

All Membership subscriptions are due for renewal by 
September each year 
 
MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS
Annual Subscription ‘The Gazette’ hardcopy:
Opt-In subscription to receive a printed copy of the monthly 
club magazine mailed to your address,
$50.00 

Additional Member Name Tag(s)
Your initial Joining Fee includes personalised name tags to each 
single member and two family members. Additional name tags 
are available for $15.00 per tag. 
 
Annual Club Permit Scheme Fee:
Opt-in administration fee applicable only to members who 
participate in the CPS scheme through the CoM.
NB: the existing ‘CPS Year In Advance’ fee payment policy will 
be retained unchanged.
 
Club Permit Scheme is available through Corvettes of Melbourne 
to authorised vehicles. Enquiries can be made directly to the club 
at CPS@corvettesofmelbourne.com . Members applying for the 
Corvettes of Melbourne Club Plate Scheme must request a copy 
of the Club Plate Scheme Policy and abide by all conditions as 
listed. Note fees are applicable for all club plate scheme vehicles, 
as set out in the club permit scheme policy.
Make cheques out to:

 
“Corvettes of Melbourne” 

P.O Box 8052 
Camberwell North 3124

Pay directly into our C.O.M Account 
BSB:083 323 Acc: 608852877 
Use your name as a reference

Cover PhotoCover Photo

Leafy ChristmasLeafy Christmas

President

 
 
Vice-President

 
Secretary &  
Public Officer 
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Tony Asquith 
0418 311 833 
president@corevettesofmelbourne.com  

Craig O’Donohue
0402 064 993
vicepresident@corvettesofmelbourne.com
 
Michael Brand
0425 864 359 
secretary@corvettesofmelbourne.com 
 
Joe Younane
0418 478 814
treasurer@corvettesofmelbourne.com

Brendan Greene
0419 88 1500 
memberships@corvettesofmelbourne.com
   
Greg Webster
0434 051 140

Garth Bradbury
0411 131 294

Adrian Villanti  
0419 528 112
 
Daniel Zadnik 
0430 519 073
events@corvettesofmelbourne.com
 
Mark Collins    
0407 800 154
archives@corvettesofmelbourne.com

Kathy Bergin
0409 022 196
merchandise@corvettesofmelbourne.com
 
Joe Younane
0418 478 814
gazette@corvettesofmelbourne.com 

Darren Pelacchi
0405 006 007
webmaster@corvettesofmelbourne.com

Email
webmaster@corvettesofmelbourne.com 

Website
www.corvettesofmelbourne.com 

Facebook
www.facebook.com/corvettesofmelbourne 

CONTACTS AND CLUB INFORMATION

The purpose of Corvettes of Melbourne Incorporated is to provide 
a family friendly and inclusive environment that is dedicated to the 
enjoyment and appreciation of the Chevrolet Corvette sports car. 
A copy of the Model Rules that have been adopted by Corvettes of 
Melbourne as our club's standing rules can be found at: https://
www.consumer.vic.gov.au/library/forms/clubs-and-not-for-profits/
incorporated-associations/model-rules-for-an-incorporated-association.
doc



PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Thursday  February 8
and March 14

TOWER HOTEL HAWTHORN   
Starts at 8pm or get there at 

7pm for some dinner, drinks and a chat 

Next Meetings

If you need to replace a missing nametag or 
would like a spare one,

text or email gringo via 0419 88 1500 or 
gringo350@icloud.com

Hi everyone,
 
Happy New Year and welcome to 2024. 
I hope you all had a fabulous Christmas 
and New Year.
 
I am hoping to see a few new faces at our 
first club meeting on Thursday 8 February 
2024.
 
Over the Christmas break, we have 
organised 50 calendars from Corvette 
Central, so it will be first in to obtain 
a Calendar. See further details in the 
magazine.
 
I am hoping to organise a couple 
of guest speakers to join our club 
meetings this year, so look out for further 
announcements. If you know any guest 
speakers that I could contact, please let 
me know.
 
Our first club event will be the 
Warrnambool run on 10 February 2024 
organised by Greg Webster, (WEBBY). 
For further details, contact WEBBY on 
0434 051 140.
 
I am sure there will be more upcoming 

events announced in the magazine. 
As you all know, if you have an event 
that you would like to see happen, let 
the events team know the details so it 
can be included in the annual events 
calendar.
 
I know it’s a long time until next 
Christmas but if you have any ideas of 
where we can host this event, please 
let me know so we can investigate 
venues.
 
Cheers, Tony Asquith (alias Mr 
President)



NUMBER PLATE SCHEME AVAILABLE

CLUB PERMIT

VICTORIA

Notice about membership:
It is important that your membership is current during the time of you 

participate in the CPS.

There is an overlap between when club membership subscriptions fall due and when your 
CPS will expire.  To overcome this the Committee has decided that members on the CPS 
will pay a once off extra annual membership payment to ensure they are members of the 

club during the time they are on the CPS.  Should you leave the club or no longer partake in 
the CPS a refund will be made to you.

Officers who can sign off on 
Permit  

applications and renewals:
Garth Bradbury 0411 131 294

Joe Younane 0418 478 814
Dan Butters 0407 726 773

Michael  Brand 0425 864 359

People who can sign Vehicle Eligibility 
and Standards Declarations (Scrutineers): 

Garth Bradbury 0411 131 294
Joe Younane 0418 478 814
Dan Butters 0407 726 773

Glenn Pellegrino 0418 398 365

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
All the best to our members who are having a special month

February

Have we missed someone’s Birthday ?!
Or are you having a Special one (a big ‘O’ ) ?
Let Brendan (gringo) know and we’ll update the list.

ZOE

Esther Davis
Roslyn Chessells
Jenny Bolis
Kylie Spiden
Kat Valentine
Lisa Wiggins
Andrew Brown
Mark Catania
David Clark
Russell Fogarty

Graham George
Ben Jarred
William Luke
Neil White
Stephen Younane



Corvettes of Melbourne Inc No A0023933M
Minutes of General Meeting 14th December 2023, Tower Hill Hotel, Hawthorn.
Meeting Commenced 8.16 pm 
Chair: Tony Asquith, President

Welcome
The president welcomed all to the December 2023 meeting
New Members: Mark and Lisa Catania-1963 Corvette Stingray C2 Convertible, 
Silver

Apologies: Adrian & Lisa Villanti, Darrell Verdon, Darren Pelacchi, Graham 
George & Tania Cassidy, Mark & Janice Witchard, Mike & Carl Schokman, Paula 
Porter & Barry Marshall, Sebastian & Carmen La Bruna, Scott Morden, George 
Arhontogeorge, Dean Cooper, John Bligh, Paul Gunovich.
Moved apologies be accepted: Proposer; Garth Bradbury
Seconded; Andrew Leonard

Minutes of the last Meeting were tabled. 
Moved that the minutes be accepted, Proposer; Craig O’Donohue
Seconded; Andrew Leonard

Reports:

Treasurers report
Joe Younane presented the Treasurers report. The report covers from the month of 
November 2023 and is summarised as follows;
Opening balance: $35,835.96 
Major expenses: Deposit Stingray Run $1000, Newsletter $245.91, Badges $77.45
Major revenue: Membership/CPS $560.00, Stingray Run $1800.00
Closing Balance: $36,930.86 
Moved that the Treasurers report be accepted: Proposer; Greg Webster
 Seconded; Nick Bolis



Secretary’s report
Correspondence: Corvette Club of SA December Magazine
Thank you for donation letter, Michael read out the letter from Friday Night School.
Moved that the Secretaries report be accepted: Proposer; Andrew Leonard
Seconded; Chris Bradbury

Merchandise
Available to purchase now

Events 
Xmas Party at the Kinglake Hotel everyone had a great time.

Craig spoke about the Bright Rod Run weekend.

Joe spoke about the Shannon’s American Motoring Show.

Mark spoke about the Meet the Vics.

Future Events: 
Daniel spoke about the Flinders Motoring Heritage Show Sunday 31st March 
(Easter).

Mandy Spoke about Not the Nationals in Canberra 29thMarch-1st April (Easter).

Greg spoke about Great Ocean Road to Warrnambool Weekend10th-11thFebruary.

Mark spoke about the Corvettes Rock the Bay.

Nick spoke about Akoonah Park Car Show & Boot Sale 10th February.

Shelly mentioned 25th February Park Orchards event more info coming.

General Business:  
Nick Bolis said he has a contact in Bali who can enlarge photos of your car to large 
poster size on canvas for very reasonable price, contact Nick for details.

Craig thanked the executive committee for all their efforts in 2023.
Shelly thanked the club for making her and John feel very welcome.

Meeting closed 8.52pm
Next meeting 8th February   2024
Minutes by Michael Brand, Secretary, Corvettes of Melbourne.



ONLY 50
AVAILABLE!!

The Club has secured a limited 
number of 2024 calendars thanks to 
Corvette Central.

These are available to Members 
for only $5.00 each.  They will 
be available to purchase at the 
February meeting.

For Members who wish to purchase 
on line, please EFT $9.00 (includes 
postage) to the Club’s bank account 
using your surname as a reference.

Corvettes of Melbourne
BSB: 083 323 Acc: 608852877

Note that these calendars will be 
available on a first come, first serve 
basis until they are all sold.
 

2024 Calendars For Sale2024 Calendars For Sale



ONLY 50
AVAILABLE!!

Custom Car Covers - GeorgeCustom Car Covers - George



BERWICK SHOW GROUNDS

BRING YOUR SHOW CAR 
BRING A BOOT FULL TO SELL 
COFFEE + FOOD & PRIZES 

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY  1100tthh  FFEEBBUURRAARRYY  22002244  
88..0000aamm..——11..0000ppmm..  

AAKKOOOONNAAHH  PPAARRKK    MMEENN’’SS  SSHHEEDD  

$$55  
      CCAARR  
    EENNTTRRYY    

Entry from Princess Hwy to Cardinia st Gate 4 for car boot sales and visitors 
Entry from Princess Hwy to Cardinia st Gate 5 for Car  show vehicles only

To find out more please call
Nick : 0417500198

Proudly Sponsored by 
firstnational Real Estate Neilson Partners

CANCELLED !!

Upcoming Events Upcoming Events 



Upcoming Events Upcoming Events 



John Bligh’s C5John Bligh’s C5
Several years ago I met Nicholas Bolis. I had joined the Men’s Shed. As I am a car enthusiast I got 
talking to Nick. I previously owned a hot rod, and a ZB Fairlane, all sadly missed. 

Anyway, I had little or no interest in Corvettes. Went over to Nicks place one day and he had several 
good looking C4’s at his house. Over coffee, and conversation I was convinced that I should buy a C4.  
I asked Nick if he could find one for me. About a month later he called me saying he was about to 
purchase a nice 1993 Anniversary Coupe.  All these were Burgundy in colour with Burgundy interior. 
Photos brought on a love affair, and after waiting for what seemed to be forever the car arrived. 

 

 

Nick helped me get the car engineered and on the Club Permit Scheme. I got to drive the car around 
the block a few times, and was looking forward to going on a few cruises in my newly purchased 
Corvette. 

One Saturday morning a buyer came over to look at one of Nicks C4 that he had advertised for sale. 
Well as it turned out he walked past Nicks Corvette, and went straight to mine and started asking 
Nick questions about my 93. He loved the colour combo etc. After been told a million times the car 
the car was not for sale the fellow just kept persisting that he wanted to buy the car.  



John Bligh’s C5John Bligh’s C5
 

Well he made an offer I could not refuse. So goodbye to the Corvette I had driven around the block 
and was planning to keep and enjoy. 

 A Few months later Nick calls me and said he had found a nice 1998 C5 in Texas. One owner with 
clean Carfax report and 30,000 miles on the clock, and the price was right. Because of Nick’s 
previous sinful act of selling the C4 he said I could have it. So jumped on it and purchased the C5.   

When the car arrived, I was super pleased with the condition of the car and colour. Had the car  
serviced and complied to Australian design rules by Richard at Accel Garage. The only other expense 
was a new battery. After having driven the C5 I have forgiven Nick for selling the C4. 

But just to be sure he does not sell it on me I have hidden the car somewhere safe.  

 

 

 

I and my partner Rhonda look forward to coming on a few Club runs and meeting all the members of 
the Corvette Club. 

 

John Bligh 

 

 



Miss
FEBRUARY



John’s C5



Warrnambool Run 10-11 FebWarrnambool Run 10-11 Feb

https://tasmanholidayparks.com/au/caravan-parks/warrnambool/contact-us/

You may have heard the rumours in hushed tones about these legendary weekend cruises!!!!!!!!!!! 
Well Webby is doing it again!

Details, watch for updates! Start from United Servo westbound, Westgate bridge.  Leaving 8.30AM 
Bypassing Geelong

Lorne Hotel for 12.00PM lunch, pre ordered so we are back on the road quicker! Menu to follow 
soon! 

Drive the GREAT OCEAN ROAD to Port Campbell, 12 Apostles where you can book scenic 
helicopter flights, then onto Warrnambool – Big4 TASMAN Holiday Village, 33 Lava Street.

Ring 55 611233 to DIRECTLY book your Saturday night accommodation, BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
OR THE ROOMS WILL BE RELEASED!

You can check their website to look at room configurations as all cabins can sleep 4-5 people.

Please think about sharing rooms with some of the singles,- like ME!

Arriving roughly 5.30PM to settle in with a quick 
gutter party, 10 minutes to get ready then dinner!

More refreshments and possibly games!

Morning recovery breakfast to be advised.  
Cruise to Tower Hill Volcano Park, Port fairy for 
lunch if voted on?

Stagger home at your leisure straight up the 
highway or return cruise the GOR if you have 
Monday off?

Webby     0434 051 140



Corvette Club of South Australia, Inc
present

s

Sunday, 11 February, 10am - 2pm
WRIGLEY RESERVE, GLENELG, S.A.

Join the VIC Contingent !
This event draws up to 100 Corvettes and is one of the premier Corvette 

events in the country - well worth the trip from Victoria. Join the team 
travelling to SA to attend CRTB and to meet up with the SA Club on the 

Saturday night before.

5 min. drive to the event. Two nights cost $310, which is a good price in this 
premium holiday destination! Rooms currently booked Sat 10 - Mon 12 Feb.

We’ve put 8 rooms on hold at the "Adelaide International Motel" in Glenelg, a 

Several rooms are already gone, so call and secure your room today by phoning 
the motel at (08) 82942155. Mention the "Corvette Club".

Ÿ Take a 3hr drive to Horsham on Friday night, have a sleep-in and cruise just 
5hrs to Glenelg on Saturday.

Ÿ Leave home on Saturday morning. The total drive takes approx 8 hrs so you 
can do the trip in a day.

Ÿ Depart early Saturday morning and join the main convoy in Horsham.

Ÿ For more info call Mark Andre on 0413 387 977. 
Ÿ Also call Mark if you are interested in staying in Horsham on Friday night.
Ÿ Most importantly, book your room at the Adelaide International Motel now.

ACCOMODATION:

TRAVEL OPTIONS:

JOIN THE TEAM:



In Memory of Jerry KohnIn Memory of Jerry Kohn

 

 "Do what you love and you'll never work a day in your life."  

Corvette Central grew out of the passion Jerry Kohn had for cars. His career in the 
family tool-and-die business and work ethic lent itself to the plans to manufacture 
Corvette parts. He started by reproducing a complete set of grille teeth in 1975 
taking them to swap meets to sell. As Jerry learned, he shared with his son Scott the 
knowledge he had gained. Scott was an eager learner getting to know the parts 
inside and out and is now the head of procurement. 

The desire to manufacture high-quality, correct, and affordable restoration and 
replacement parts for Corvettes led Jerry to create a whole new industry for Corvette 
owners and enthusiasts. Today, Corvette Central manufactures over 4,000 different 
parts and ships products worldwide. Jerry has been honored for his support of the 
Corvette restoration industry, being enshrined in the Bloomington Gold Great Hall in 
2012. He was an early member of the National Corvette Restorers Society and a 
founding member of the National Corvette Museum, securing membership #11 in 
1991. Scott became member #12. 

Jerry started Corvette Central in a small building on Sawyer Road, and within the 
decade the company grew large enough to move the warehouse and offices to a 
larger building. In 1992 a set of buildings behind the original location came to house 
the manufacturing division.  
 



In Memory of Jerry KohnIn Memory of Jerry Kohn

As the millennium approached Jerry started planning the construction of a new home 
for Corvette Central. In March and April of 2001, his vision was fulfilled and the 
offices and warehouse moved to the current location. Soon, an addition was added 
extending the warehouse and allowing the manufacturing division to join the campus. 

Jerry considered every business move with his usual combination of intuition and 
practicality. Jerry was continually involved in the day-to-day operations. He 
worked out the inventory picking and ordering systems, part number structure, 
and shipping procedures. With each move to a new building, Jerry investigated 
new technology and programs needed to create an efficient workflow process. 
After buying carousel equipment he created the system still in use today. 

 

Doing What He Loved 
  

Jerry Kohn passed away peacefully, surrounded by his loved ones, Friday, 
September 8, 2023. While the restoration industry lost a champion, the world lost 
a good man. To those he left behind, Jerry was more than a die-caster who made 
Corvette parts. He was kind, compassionate, caring, funny, and, above all else, 
beloved. 
  

 
Source - Corvette Central



This Is Not a Nationals!This Is Not a Nationals!



Classifieds

For Sale - 1995 C4 Corvette ZR1
$124,500 (ONO)

For Sale is this historic and rare 1995 Chevrolet Corvette ZR1, original LHD located in Melbourne

Australia 27 years ago, it was the fastest production sports car in the world !! GM owned Lotus at

the time and were asked to develop this very special engine, the legendary LT5 all alloy V8 Just

under 7,000 units made form 1990 – 1995, cars from 1993 - 1995 had a power upgrade to 405hp

(90-92 cars had 375hp), the 1995 is the most sort after year. Only 39,500kms in 27 years, the car

is in beautiful condition inside and out, is mechanically clean & strong, and goes really hard. This

1995 ZR1 with 405 HP all aluminium 32 valve double overhead cam V8, beautiful ZF 6 speed

manual transmission, 0-60mph in 4.4 sec Only 448 ZR1’s built for 1995 and was the last year of

production for the C4 ZR1, arguably the most sort after and hardest to find. As per the vin 404,

would have been one of the very last off the production line. Own a piece of history with a

collectible super car that was labelled “King of the Hill” by automotive journalists and is

increasing in value every day!. Car exterior and interior are both in excellent original condition, a

testament to the two previous owners in the USA Comes with original dealer sales document,

service manual, brochures and other important documentation that could be used for car shows.

inquires..... Call Joe on 0411 479 017



CLUB MERCHANDISE

1.SCARF
$20

2. BEANIE
$12

3.HAT
$12

4.Jacket
$72

5. 
Hoodie

$50

6.Polo
$30

Colour: Black/Red
Be prepared for unpredictable 

weather with BizTech 
outerwear.

Inner bonded breathable 
membrane keeps wind and 

rain out whilst allowing 
airflow for superior comfort.  

Colour: 
Black

Zip up Hoodie 
Jumper

Colour: Red/Black/white
Podium Cool fibre  is 

especially designed to absorb 
body perspiration into the 

fabric and to move the 
moisture to the surface fabric 
where it is evaporated leaving 

the wearer fresh and cool.

Colour:
 Black

Colour: Black

Colour: 
Black

Stubby Holder 
$5

Colour: Black

Discontin
ued



PROFITS FROM MERCHANDISE   GO BACK INTO YOUR CLUB!

To Order Your Club Merchandise   
Contact Kathy 0409 022 196

7. 
Hoodie

$45

8.Moto 
Shirt 
$45

9.Short
Sleeved 

Shirt
$50

10. V Neck
Tshirt

$25

Colour: Red
Zip up Hoodie 

Jumper

Colour: 
Black

Colour: 
Red/Black

Colour: Black

Discontin
ued

6.Polo
$30

Colour:
 Black



Classifieds

ARE YOU GETTING THE MESSAGE?
 

CoM Chat 
(Financial Members Only Private Facebook Forum)

CoM Public Facebook Page
Corvette Gazette Newsletter
Events Notification Emails

General Announcement Emails 
SMS Event Updates

If the answer is NO, and you’d like it to be YES… Or if you think you have already 
applied, but you’re not getting updates… 

Drop an email to webmaster@corvettesofmelbourne.com 

FOR SALE
1987 C4 Corvette

Priced to Sell !!

$25,000

Contact Frank 

0411 866 277

SOLD!!



S k y p e  u s  a t  k e e n p a r t s
Keenparts.com

6048 State Route 128 • Cleves • OH • 45002
info@keenparts.com



Classifieds

Hi Com Members,

I’m selling black and white plates 
to suit C 8 Corvette new still in the 
packaging from Vic Roads 

$5000 Ono

 George - 0407 527 477

C4 Convertible Rollbar/harness 
bar/chassis stiffener for sale

Have you ever wondered what would 
happen if you were hit in the rear of your 
C4 Convertible by a large truck?

Many years ago it happened to me in my 
Austin Healey Sprite.  The truck’s bumper/
bull bar got as far as the rollbar – right 
behind my head.

Ever since I have put rollbars in my 
convertible road cars.

I had this one in my RHD C4 but took it 
out when I sold it.

It has curved backstay bars so that it 
doesn’t interfere with the decklid or roof.

Best offer will buy this – happy if it gets an 
appreciative owner.

David Langmead 0418 389 212.

Number Plates for Sale (Used).  Call Mustafa on 0412 747 811 if interested



corvettecentral .com | 269-426-3342
Sawyer,  MI

Offering High-Quality
Corvette Parts & Accessories.

Trusted by Corvette
owners since 1975. 




